Douglas Park Activity Stirs Memories for Many Citizans

One of Okmulgee!s best known land marks will soom come alove again where people will
be mesting, but this time it will be at a sheppinmg center imstead of a park filled with
reereational activities, Douglas Park, one the meeting spot for the elite has been ac-
quired by Tulsa Realtors Noel Edern and Bern Weddington, who plan to begim comstructiom om a
shopping cemter withim the next 80 days. The 14} acre site is located onm the 600 block
or east eighth,

The late Charles E, Douglas purchased the land between the Frisco Railroad Tracks and
Greasy Creek on May 1, 1920 from Walter S. Richardson. The purchase is belisved to have
been in the neighborhood of $10,000, Mr. Douglas owned amd operated the park from the
time he built it im 1924 and 1925 umtil it was closed im the 1930's, possibly 1938 or 1939,

Mrs, Althea Dent, a nmiece of the Douglases presemtly resides im the spacious Douglas
home om the hill overlookimg the park amd a large portiom of that area,

The Douglas home has long beea considered ome of the most beautiful amd best constructed
hoxes im Qkwulgee,

During the 20's amd 30's Douglas Park was ome of , if mot the most, sceneic in the County
ard in thh State. It's well-kept huge trees and shrubbery furrished a perfect setting for t
the two large swimming pools, target shootimg stands, concession stands,ferris wheel and
skatirg rirk, The shaded piénic area had ample tables, and the three/quarter mile lagoon
played "eupid" fer mamy lovers who could remt a boat for 4O¢ per hour, The boat house held
20 boats which were in use most of the time,

On of the biggest attractioms of the park was a large opem—air dance pavilliom where
mary danced to the musie of such well-kmown artists, as Gab Calloway, Ermie Fields, Shep
fields and the ever-popular Bob Wills,

Fred Brown who resides at 809 eat 9th on property adjoining the Douglas properiy,
assisted Mr. Douglas at the park amd served as life guard ir the late 1920's aamd then re-
turned in the same capaeity im the early 1930's, He recalled some of the larger bands that
played for some of those popular dances amd said that his wife sometimes sold tickets to the

hundreds who swarrmed to the park te dance under the stars amd emjoy the cool breeze from the
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pools and lagoon, It was during the late 1930's that two Okzulgee High School Gym imstrudi~
ors and Coaches (JeffFarris and Perry Norris) begand operating the swimmirgz pools,

The late James Bemtom handled the operations and served as life guard, His wife (Dor-
othy Miller Bemtom) still lives in Olkmulgee ard said Jim was servimg inm that capacity when
they were married im 1937. She added that he conmtiaued working there umtil 1938 or 1939
when the pools were closed,

It was during the late 1930's that Everett Hutchinsom served as Head Care-taker amd over-—
seer of the emtire park, He amd his bride (Shirley) lived im a A4 room log ard stome houme
located just imside the emtrance way,

All buildings im the park were comstructed from logs ard stome to enhance the park's
beauty ard to furmish the umique setting of the wooded area. After he assumed his duties
Hutchinson added another "wonderlard feature" whem he built a fish pord complete with a
fountain., The pool was limed with glass blocks amd lights were imstalled to reflect the

waterfall, This umusual attractiom brought sight-seers from rany miles arourd, some to ad-
mire the peturesque sight amd some to try to copy it., Whetther it was the depression or the
growiag expenses or & combination of both, the emd result was the closing of this vast recrea
tiom area., Before the trees and the uaderbrush tock over prior to world war II, the park
was still the "In" place for citizems during the warm momths of the year, even though the
buildings had beem abandomed.

Magy Okmulgeeans whe have traveled east 8th street and have been residents for over 30 years
are having their mewories jogged as they pass by the area where the old Douglas Park was lo-
cateds, The area which has been obliterated from view by the dease growth of irees amd urnder-
brush for several years, is being cleared amd levelled to make way for progress,

Manories amnd dreams can be beautiful and the omce magrificent Douglas Park furmished wmany p
pleasant omes for thousands., This giant cemter for dreams fell over thirty years ago, leav-
only the memories of yester-ysar, but it has paved the way for a product necessary for our exist

existenece~——-—- PROGRESS. (Copied from Okrulgee Daily Times - Suamday July 23, 1972.)




